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with more time to give to them than Sir Francis
Walsingham or the other great officers of state. One
such was Baron Henry of L^htenstein, a kinsman, it
would seem, of Sidney's old friend Count Lewis of
Hanau. Sidney showed him all the courtesy he
could in 15/7, but afterwards he sent a message of
apology for any omissions, on the ground that he
was at the time so much occupied with his father's
business. " He is certainly an excellent young
man," he wrote. " Whenever any of his friends come
hither, I shall endeavour to atone for my fault."

At this time, as at others, our handsome young
courtier, liked by nearly all, and, if envied, envied
without grudge, was evidently anxious to be useful,
as well as ornamental, while he was in attendance on
Queen Elizabeth and during such leisure as he could
find.

We have an interesting glimpse of him among the
other courtiers on New Year's Day, 1578, when there
was the usual heaping up of presents to the Queen,
tendered as marks of true respect or as duties it was
not prudent to neglect. The Earl of Leicester was,
of course, prominent in this sort of homage. He
handed to his sovereign a splendid ornament of
wrought gold, loaded with diamonds, rubies, and
opals. Then followed other gifts, some of them
very curious and very characteristic of the givers.
The pompous Earl of Ormond brought a golden
phoenix, whose wings and feet glittered with rubies
and diamonds, and which rested on a branch covered
with other precious stones. Sir Christopher Hatton
tendered a cross of diamonds, bearing a suitable